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Chinese parental involvement in children’s learning has been regarded as one
of the key factors in accounting for their children’s superior academic success.
Chinese cultural ideologies which highlight the value of learning and parents’
heightened role in children’s learning may shape Chinese parental involvement. The
first goal of the current research was to understand Chinese parental involvement by
developing a scale. The second goal was to examine the factors which influenced
Chinese parental involvement. Four parental beliefs were tested: parental self-efficacy
for helping the child succeed in school, parental value of academic success, parental
educational aspiration and expectation for child and parental role belief in children’s
learning in children’s learning. Children’s academic performance was also tested as
antecedent. Third, the study attempted to examine the effects of Chinese parental
involvement on children’s academic (i.e., children’s motivational outcomes and
academic achievement) and emotional functioning (i.e., life satisfaction).

A total of 323 7" graders and one of their parents participated. Children
reported the involvement of their participating parents, as well as their motivational

outcomes (i.e., children’s value of academic success, relative autonomy in pursing



academics, self-regulated learning strategies) and life satisfaction at Time 1 and Time
2(abbreviation for T1 and T2, 6 months apart); and children’s grades were obtained
from school records. Parents reported on their involvement in children’s learning as
well as parental beliefs in children’s learning at T1.

The current research found that Chinese parental involvement not only
included teacher initiated school-based involvement, help with schoolwork,
cognitive-intellectual involvement, academic socialization regarding current learning,
academic socialization regarding future academic goals which have been identified in
Western countries, but also included parent initiated school-based involvement,
providing a good environment, setting family rules, extra learning,
reinforcement/punishment which were also important in Chinese context but have
been neglected in previous work. Both parental beliefs and children’s academic
performance were related to Chinese parental involvement. Specifically, four parental
beliefs differed in their contributions to various types of involvement. Children’s
academic achievement at T1 positively predicted child-reported parental help with
schoolwork and providing a good environment but negatively predicted
reinforcement/punishment at T2. Concurrent results (T1) demonstrated that
child-reported parental involvement was significantly related to children’s academic
and emotional functioning with the effects varying by types of parental involvement.
Specifically, child-reported parental academic socialization regarding current learning
was positively associated with children’s motivational outcomes. However, parental

reinforcement/punishment was negatively associated with relative autonomy. Parental



providing a good environment positively correlated with children’s life satisfaction
but was not related to children’s academic outcomes.

Taken together, the study underscores the importance of studying various
types of parental involvement practices in understanding Chinese parental
involvement. Findings of the current study also highlight the role of parental beliefs

and children’s academic performance in parental involvement.
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